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Spirit's House 
spirit's house 

From naked stones of agony 

I will build a house for me; 

As a mason all alone 

I will raise it, stone by stone, 

And every stone where I have bled 

Will show a sign of dusky red. 

I have not gone the way in vain, 

For I have the good of all my pain ; 

My spirit's quiet house will be 

Built of naked stones I trod 

On roads where I lost sight of God. 

lessons 

Unless I learn to ask no help 

From any other soul but mine, 
To seek no strength in waving reeds 

Nor shade beneath a straggling pine ; 
Unless I learn to look at Grief 

Unshrinking from her tear-blind eyes, 
And take from Pleasure fearlessly 

Whatever gifts will make me wise — 
Unless I learn these things on earth 
Why was I ever given birth? 
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